













MI7 Intelligence File
Eyes Only Briefing Memorandum


Project SG1 – Updates 23/4/34

"The thing's hollow -- it goes on forever -- and -- oh my God! -- it's full of stars!"

· David Bowman, 2001: A Space Odyssey

Primer

Another project file with too many sci-fi references sadly. Given the nature of this one it’s hardly a surprise though.

One of the most enduring of the conspiracy theories about the Zone is the Balrog. This is the idea that the Government, the military, some random corporation, or some idiot with a shovel dug up something they shouldn’t and will bring about the end of civilisation in the process. In Tolkien’s mythology the Dwarves of Moria dug too deep and unearthed a creature called the Balrog that promptly wiped 90% of them out and drove the survivors out of their home for generations. The theory goes that someone dug up something and that something caused the Zone to exist.

The most enduring of the Balrog theories is buried alien technology. Again though, what this technology is meant to do varies enormously. However, there are enough pieces of information buried in government archives to give us a headstart.

Project #3856qa7 is also referred to as SG1, Project Wormhole and a variety of other names. It’s been tackled by various science teams over the last twelve years or so, with a variety of project leads and names, but it’s all the same thing. The Government has long had plans for what amounts to a disaster recovery plan, an underground bunker on the scale of a small city. New technology to scan below ground was brought into play in 2022 and tested in the Lake District. The scanning eventually picked up an existing cavern that was showing up as a little too regular in shape to be natural. With no records of any mining in that spot, the decision was taken to dig down to the cavern.

Records from here on in are spotty at best because the bulk of them were redacted or expunged, but we have managed to find an interrogate a couple of engineers on the project. The provenance of the cavern was inconclusive, it could possibly have been natural but such an occurrence would be highly improbably. However some structures were found that were clearly placed there. There was an archway of some kind, and a small smooth cuboid, both made of metal. Initial tests suggest the two were connected by a wireless signal that couldn’t be decoded. At this point the excavation was shut down, everyone was removed from the site and given extensive paperwork to sign and a very thorough debriefing about the penalties for breach of the Official Secrets Act. 

It is assumed that a different team was moved into the excavation site and work resumed, but specifically to investigate the archway, the cuboid and the signal that connected them. Efforts to locate the dig site have largely failed, we have been unable to identify or speak to anyone on the project, and all official records have ceased.



Stated Goals

Unknown. The obvious assumption is that the project exists to identify the equipment found, determine its purpose and decode the signal. 

Outcomes

Currently unknown. References to the project have been scrubbed from all databases.

Rumours

This is all conjecture based largely on timing. The scanning equipment was deployed in the Lake District in late 2022. The cavern was found around November the same year and excavations began almost immediately. The engineers we spoke to were removed from the site in February 2023, about four months before the incident that led to the Zone being created. The supposition is that the signal was decoded and the devices in the cavern activated as a result. Those devices created the Zone.

Dr. Hank Youngman of the University of Pennsylvania has published several papers regarding the theoretical concept of wormholes. Working with data taken from within the Zone he has noted several similarities between the energy found in anomalous sites and some of his theoretical calculations regarding powering up a wormhole. It is his opinion that the Zone is the impact site of a wormhole test, and that the test was not carried out by humans. It is either an attempt to travel to our world by aliens, or a misfire of a device tested on another planet. The energy released through the resulting wormhole created the Zone and its anomalous behaviour.

Obviously, a sample size of one does not a scientific consensus make, and a lot of what Dr. Youngman has said is hotly disputed by other scientists. That said, the number of people working at Dr. Youngman’s level in his chosen field numbers about 8 so most opinions can be dismissed, and the other 7 haven’t spoken up.

Dr. Hannah Greer from UMIST was seconded to the MoD in early 2023 and has not been seen in public since. She would most certainly number amongst the 8. The supposition is that she was the one brought in to examine the devices in the cavern. If she remains within the Zone then she is best placed to brief us on what is going on with that project. She is almost certainly extremely well-protected and in no legal position to speak.



Next Steps

Locate Dr. Greer and interrogate her. This is obviously extremely high risk.

Locate the dig site. Best guess is that the site has been camouflaged since the initial dig began, so the site is probably inside a large building or structure. That structure is unlikely to be military because an obvious military presence would have been poor camouflage pre-Zone. Assuming an even distribution of energy, and given the circular nature of the Zone, the dig site is likely to be close to the geographic centre of the Zone and will now be under military guard.

The last written references in any government documentation made references to Project SG1. Given the propensity of the various sci-fi nerds running these things to make TV and movie references, shifting away from 2001 monolith references to Stargate references suggests they have determined that the devices found in the cavern are some kind of wormhole generator. There is nothing to indicate they’ve got it to work yet.



